THE   PRESENT  DAY
The disorders which had extended to the whole of Russia
were now reaching their height.
Hiding in Moscow, Lenin set to work to organize a
revolution. As he had no use for the undisciplined
levee en masse, he elaborated a system of insurrection on
military lines. It was to be led by little groups of pro-
fessional revolutionaries with certain definite objectives.
Under their skilled leadership, less than two thousand
workers kept General Doubasov's whole army, ten times
their number, at bay for nine days. At last they had to
surrender to mere weight of numbers.
While the mutterings of revolt were still audible from
the Black Sea to the White, Lenin, deeming that this
round of the fight had been lost, crossed the Finnish
frontier and proceeded to plot his revenge in exile, heed-
less of the murmurs that taxed him with deserting the
cause.
These early results put new heart into the revolutionary
emigres., and they did not slacken their activities. The
Bolshevik Party was definitely founded in 1912, with a
Central Committee consisting of seven members.
For seven whole years, now in Paris, now in Zurich,
Lenin, a little, well-behaved, modest, black-coated clerk,
betook himself day by day to the public libraries to read
up the German philosophers and more especially the
German strategists, and worked on with confident
tenacity at forging the weapons of revolution. Setting
systematically to work, he purged the party of the op-
portunists, the word-spinners, the aventuristes (like
Trotsky, be it whispered), and of all doctrinaires
suspected of cherishing democratic illusions. To such
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